should constitute an international territory under the- pro-
tection of the United Nations Security Council.
In virtue of this decision, the question of the statute of
Trieste, the question of the structure of the administration
of the Free Territory of Trieste, has acquired great impor-
tance.
We know that several proposals were submitted on this
question to the Political Commission for Italy. The British
and American, as well as the French, drafts of the Trieste
statute give expression to a tendency which can certainly
not be qualified as democratic. On the other hand, the drafts
submitted by the Soviet and Yugoslav delegations1 express
another tendency, based on the recognition of democratic
principles for the statute of Trieste.
The point is whether the Free Territory of Trieste should
really be organized on democratic principles, or. whether in
this case we, representatives of democratic countries, should
depart from this. The Soviet delegation repeatedly pointed
out in the Italian .Commission that the Anglo-Amer-
ican proposals respecting the statute of Trieste would ac-
tually amount to the establishment of something resembling
a colonial regime in Trieste, under which the population
would be deprived of elementary rights and the full pleni-
tude of power would be vested in a governor imposed from
a'bove.
After lenigthy discussion in the Commission;, the French
proposal was accepted in amended form. Yet, essentially
speaking, this proposal is nothing but a rehash of the
Anglo-American draft and, although in milder guise,
would present the population of Trieste with this same
semi-colonial regime, under wjiich they would be devoid
of rights.
Furthermore, the decision on the principles of the stat-
ute of Trieste adopted by the Commission runs counter to
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